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at the time of the arrest,   The procurer can release or, if he con-
siders that there is a case against, him, kind the prisoner over to a
jugc d'instruction.   These judges either get their cases in rotation or,
if they are specialists pf a certain type of offence, (hch according to
the nature of the case.   For instance, A. I,eon kul been specially
sent to Marseilles from the Parquet. Ccncnil of Aix en-Provence as a
specialist of de Gaulle cases and other offences against the safety of
Vichy.   But he, like any other judge, dealt with other sorts of cases,
too.  Thejuge d'instruction has almost limitless power.   [ le can, after
the instruction (the investigation), issue a non-1 tat, which moans that
the case has been dropped and innocence is completely established,
or he can send the prisoner before A tribunal. IV.nding trial he can
let the prisoner out on libcrti provisoirc (if he refuses this, appeal can
be made to the Chambre dcs Miscs en Accusation at the Parquet General,
but that is a risky process, for during the, period of appeal the
instruction is stopped and if temporary freedom is refused a month or
so is lost into the bargain), or can detain him in prison till he person-
ally decides that the investigation is finished and the prisoner may go
for trial.   If the prisoner is acquitted nobody reprimands the jugc,
who is responsible to no one.   Moreover, the vile doctrine reigns
in France that the longer the prisoner is detained the more pliable
he will be when questioned.   The juge is perhaps underpaid, can be
shifted or dismissed, aid is completely dependent on the administra-
tion, and, of course, on the party in power.   If the charge is an
offence that entails no more than five years'  imprisonment, the
prisoner goes before the Tribunal Corrcctioncl; if it is more, then
before-the Assizes.   To go to the Assizes means at least one year's
detention without trial.   I came to know of a case where a man
waited five years for his trial.   But for the Correctioncl a year or so
of waiting isn't extraordinary and the juge d* instruction, as I've, said,
has to render account to nobody for the time he took over the
instruction.
Well, the Code Napoleon was created by a dictator and the petty
little dictatorship of Vichy could use it well.
"I fully realize you aren't an ordinary criminal/' L6on suavely
said. "Even if you did say it, it isn't defamatory, though the law is
going to hit you hard for it." "I didn't say it," J said, and I added,
'Anyway, you can't keep me longer than the duration." He suavely
smiled. "I want to help you," he said. Tm going to confront you
with the soldier and the wounded at the earliest possible date. I
don't want to keep you longer than necessary. If you are innocent
you will not be kept in prison. I shall summon you all for Wednes-
day/ This was Saturday, 26th October.